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EDITORIAL ARTICLES.

THE KOLOA lPIDEMIC.
We learn that the epidemic of ty-

phoid fever at Koloa, Kauai, is thus
far, with one recent exception, con-

fined to employees of the Koloa
plantation, and that most of those
cases are among the Japanese. The
latter are attended by their ofllcially
appointed medical adviser, who is a
highly educated Japanese physician.
The cause of the epidemic is ascrib-

ed to impure drinking water, and
noxious exhalations fiom the water
which is drained from a marsh into
the village stream. It has been one
object of the recent visit to Hono-

lulu by the Koloa Government phy-

sician to confer with the Board of
Health upon the proper course lo be
taken to remove this cause of dis-

ease. The President of the Board
goes to Koloa by the Mikahala this
evening, to investigate the matter.

The fuct that the present govern-

ment doctor at Koloa, after having
been dismissed by Mr. Gibson for
political reasons, continued for three
years to perform the duties of that
position, without pay, and to sup-

ply the poor medicines at his own
expense, ought to entitle him to a
three weeks' vacation, especially if
he shall thereby aid in obtaining for
Koloa relief from the serious
danger from polluted drinking
water.

FAST RAILWAY TRAVELLING.

Keen competition between rival
railway companies in England has of
late been increasing the rate of
speed as well as reducing fares and
freights. Two of the great com-

panies, the London and the North-

western, are now making the jour-

ney between London and Edinburgh,
400 miles, in less than eight hours.
During a great portion of the way
the trains travel more than a mile a
minute. At one part of the journey
the trains run 128 miles without a
stoppage. This is said lo bo the
fastest run in the world. Another
company, the Great Northern, is

making preparations to beat the
other companies named, aud still
shorten the time between London
and Edinburgh. We shall be satis-

fied with a train that will run down
te Pearl River at a very much less
rate of speed.

IT IS THERE ALL THE SAME.

The "Advertiser" is still troubled
about that consideration of veto
matter. It cannot find tho record
in the Bulletin. The record is

there all the same. The invitation
previously given to the misinform-
ing informant is hereby extended to
tho "Advertiser" writer, to call at
this oilice, and wo shall bo glad to
show a copy of tho Hui.letin con-

taining an outline of tho Legislative
proceedings relative to the King's
yelo message, with the final result.
The "Advertiser's" stubborn ad-

herence to the false accusation of
its "snarling" informant, "is natu-

ral to the unpleasant position it
occupies, but does not alter the
facts in the case."

Tho "Advcrtifaer" writer, possibly
the same person as the "informant,"
is also distressed about tio fact
which is a fact that the Bulletin
did not make "a lino of editorial
comment" on tho veto alluded to
and the nullillcation of it. Thcro
were other yctoes and nullillcations,
and a veto without a nullification,
ns well as many other matters con

nected with the Legislative Session,
in reference to which tho Bulletin
published no editorial comments.
The reasons were various some-

times want of space, sometimes want
of time, sometimes physical indis-

position of the editor, and some-

times lack of inclination j but never
from sinister motives as the "Ad-
vertiser" insinuates in its queries.
We should bo obliged if, instead of
such insinuations, our contempo-
rary would manfully state its
charges, or make its "editorial com-

ments" on the insinuated "motives"
in plain and unequivocal language.

JAPS' BEHAVIOR.

The "Shanghai Mercury" of July
30th, says, "The Japanese Govern-
ment is becoming so solicitous that
Japanese travelling abroad shall not
bring discredit on their country,
that according to the 'Nichi Nichi
Shiinbun,' it is now provided that
every Japanese desiring to go
abroad shall find two property-holder- s

to he security for his good be-

havior ; and anyone leaving secretly
will be severely punished." The
paragraph from which we have quot-

ed closes with the assertion that,
according to a Swaton correspon-
dent, "It appears the Japanese sub-

jects there arc not a credit to their
country."

The obligation to provide two
property-holder- s as security for
good behavior is rather hard on
those Japanese who wish to visit for-

eign lands, but the arrangement
shows how anxious the nation is to
maintain its good name abroad.

No doubt there are some Japan-
ese who disgrace themselves and
their country by misbehavior, while
in foreign countries, just as some
subjects of all nations do. But if
we may take ur experience of these
people here in Honolulu as a crite-

rion, they compare very favorably
with any and every other nationality
of which our polyglot community is
composed. There is said to be
about one hundred Japanese in this
district, and they arc among the
most peaceable, quiet, law-abidi-

and in every way creditably con-

ducted of the people. In the mat-

ter of pleasing affability and unaf-

fected politeness they head the list.

VISITORS TO THE VOLCANO.

A gentleman who recently visited
the Volcano of Kilauca, and while
there occupied a portion of his
time in inspecting the visitors' re-

gister at the Volcano House, says
that the annual number of persons
who go to see the great fiery wonder
averages about 350. Considering
that Kilauca is the largest and most
wonderful of all known volcanoes,
that it is comparatively easy of
access, and that these islands arc
connected with the outside world
by regular ocean steamers with first
class passenger accommodation,
this is a very small number indeed :

even the addition of another cipher
would still leave it small. No
doubt when tho projected carriago
road from Hilo to the Volcano, for
which tho Legislature appropriated
830,000, is constructed, the number
of visitors will be greater than
hitherto.

A HARD TIME FOR COLLECTORS.

The real dullness now provident
in Ilonalulu in matters of business
is not altogether apparent to mere
observers. Things arc not what
they seem. A lack of trade at the
present time is not so much felt as a
lack of money. That is, it is not bo

difficult to dispose of goods as to
collect the money which is to bo
given in exchange for them. Tho
credit system which has been so

long in vogue heio, and which has
seemed such a fast hold on the
community that all attempts at
eradication have hitherto failed, fa-

vors the movement of merchandise
in the absence of cash. Hcnco bu-

siness may appear to be brisk when
money is scarce. Many tradesmen
complain at the present lima of un-

usual dilllculty in collecting ac-

counts. Collectors have a hard
time of it considerable travelling
and dunning for small results, 1'eo- -

pie who, in times of plenty, acquire
habits of extravagance, are slow to
curtail their living within their
means, when a season of i educed re-

venue comes upon them.

SIDE-WAL- K CURBING.

Experienced road builders say
that the first thing to be done in
macadamizing a street is lo put in
position cuibing for the side-walk-

Without this it is almost impossible
to make adequate provision for the
escapo of storm water. Some of tho
street work recently completed has
omitted the curbing, and some now
in progress is proceeding on the
same plan. King street, on the
Palama side of Nuuanu street, may
be taken as an example. Why tho
omission? In some other streets,
Mci chant street for instance, the
cuibing has been attended to. Why
is not the same thing done every-

where? It may be here remarked
that the faverite material with the
Government for curbing seems to
be wood. Why so? It is no doubt
cheaper in the first place, but it will
cost more in the end. Wood,
whether it be one inch or three
inches in thickness, will last but a
short time: stone practically lasts
for ever. AVhy not use stone? This
is a stone country. Stone is more
abundant than desirable within easy
reach. Stone curbing would wear
for generations. The, first cost
would be the-la- st cost.

FAST DRIVING AROUND CORNERS.

Without wishing to detract onp
particle from our morning contem-

porary's objection to board fences
for they aie certainly unsightly ap-

pendages to any city lot, although
in some instances they may serve a
useful puipose, we cannot admit
that they constitute the one or the
main argument against driving or
liding faster than a walk around
corners. In fact, if this were the
only objection to turning corners or
passing crossings on a trot, it would
be of force in a very few places in
this city. The main obstacles to
seeing across corners, and which
furnish the principle reason for driv-

ing slowly ai omul or past them, are
the buildings which occupy them.
Board fences or no board fences,
driving or riding fust around cor-

ners or past crossings is a dangerous
practice, and should, for the sake of
public safety, be punishable by law.
Considering that the practice is so
common here, it is surprising that so
little damage has hitherto resulted.
It is also surprising to us that it
should have been so long tolerated.
The writer knows of no city any-
where subject to the Government of
western civilization, in which driv-

ing fast around corners is not an of-

fence against law.

CORONER'S INQUESTS.

The "Advertiser" differs from the
coroner in the opinion that an
inquest was unnecessary in the
drowning case at the Lunatic Asylum,
and the Bulletin agrees with its ry

In the latter's difference.
All sudden deaths, whether from
causes known or unknown, are made
subjects of coroners' inquests in
some civilized countries. They may,
in some instances, reach unnecessary
extremes. But we certainly go to
the extreme of neglect in the mutter.
In the particular case at the Insane
Asylum, a Government institution,
there are special reasons for a
searching enquiry. Persons inca-

pable of taking euro of themselves
aro placed there as wards of the
nation, to hu taken care of. And
yet one of these wards is allowed to
get into the water mid drown.
J'rima facie, somebody is to blame,
and nn intelligent and scotching en-

quiry should bo instituted, with tho
view of placing it where it belongs
and of preventing recurrences.
Many cases, the nature of which
calls for thorough investigation by a
coroner's jury, occur in this district
during a year, that are passed un-

noticed. Any one can see what an
opening is left by this laxity for tho
exercise of foul i lay. It should not
be left lo tho option or the judgment
of tho coroner to say whether au

inquest should bo held or not; it
should be compulsory in all cases of
sudden death, whether from accident
or other causes. Until such is the
case, our civilization 'will be open to
the charge of being backward.

Ul U'lHI II.WI"'.!

IMPURE WATER.
All who drink waterfront tho city

system, without taking the precau-
tion to first pass it through a filter,
tako along with it considerable
quantities of vegetable and other
matter, whicli must be more or less
injurious to health. There is no
disguising tho fact that our water
supply is far from pure. No minute
chemical test is required to prove
the fact: it is visible to the eye. A
gentleman brought to this office to-

day a small piece of open-textu- re

cloth, which he had had attached to
a water tap, as a strainer, for
twenty-fou- r hours. The cloth was
complete- - coated with fine water-vegetati- on

aud other matter. The
gentleman informed us that he was
in the habit of straining all the water
his family used in the same way,
that tho piece of cloth was renewed
every twenty-fou- r hours, and that
every time it was removed its ap-

pearance was similar to the sample
shown. This had been done re-

gularly for a series of many months.
Such is the water with which the city
is supplied. Surely some method
can be devised by which the public
ma be furnished puier water. At
all events, it is the duty of the Gov-

ernment, who does not omit lo
charge the people a pretty stiff
figure for what they get, to make
earnest efforts in that direction. In
the meantime, it would be wise on
the part of the people not to use
water for drinking purposes until it
has been filtered or boiled, or both.

BENEATH AN ENLIGHTENED AND

LIBERAL GOVERNMENT.

Our Government has recently de-

veloped a disposition to mislead con-

tractors. It invites tenders for the
performance of certain specified
work, and then when tenders aro
made undertakes the work itself.
This was done in the matter of the
removal of the Kakaako buildings,
and it was intimated that the same
course would have been followed in
the grading of Alakea and Hale-kaui- la

streets, had not the Tram-

ways Company, for the sake of get-

ting the work done quickly to en-

able the laying of the tramway,
tendered to do it at a figure that was
below all reason.

It is truly said that the Govern-

ment, when it calls for bids, cau-

tions intending tenderers that it
does not bind itself to accept the
lowest or any bid. But this is
everywhere understood lo be merely
a precautionary provision to meet
exceptional cases, such, for in-

stance, as a combination of contrac-
tors, resulting in tho lowest tender
being exorbitantly high. It is also
understood, that when the Govern-

ment calls for tenders some one
will bo accepted, unless thcro is
something radically unreasonable
about them all. Otherwise men
would not expend their time and la
bor in making the necessary calcu-

lations, etc.
The apologists of the Government

offer this aigiinicnt in defence of its
course: That it is the duty of the
Government to get everything done
as cheaply as possible, and that in
the cases referred to the cost to tho
country would bo much less by tho
Government undertaking .the work
itself than by accepting the lowest
tender. We do not tulinit tho sound
ness of the first proposition, nor ac-

cept as truth the second.
To say that it is tho duty of the

Government to get everything done
as cheaply as possible, is equal to
saying that it is tho duty of the
Government to grind down tho
laborer's and mechanic's wages to
tho lowest point possible. Is a Gov-

ernment which represents tho people
expected to do this? Is this re-

quired of it by tho people? On the
contrary, it is expected that tho
Government will be guided by the
ninxiui that "tho workman is worthy

of his hire," and that it will accord-
ingly give him full remuneration for
his services. The Government is
not a tradesman, to buy at tho low-

est price and sell at the highest, to
get its services performed at starva-
tion rates and sell its water at
famine prices. The idea of getting
everything done as cheaply as pos-

sible is a trading, shop-keepin- g

notion, and is utterly beneath an
enlightened and liberal Government.
A tendency in that direction on the
part of our Government marks it as
an infant in diplomatic science and
wise statecraft.

The statement that the Govern-

ment could do the work in the cases
referred to at a much lower cost
than the lowest tender, is open to
question. When the work is com-

pleted and the actual cost accurately
stated we shall see. The estimates
of practical and experienced men arc
accepted by common-sens- e people
before those of unpractical and in-

experienced figurers, who are sim
ply familiar with such things on
paper.

Anyhow, the public have recently
seen works planned and executed in

this town by the Government off-

icials which do not inspire observant
men with an unfaltering faith in
those officials' ability or practica-
bility. Neither have the methods
of operation impressed lookers-o- n

with the conviction that the-- , were
conducted on the most economical
scale. In the matter of road-gradin- g

we have seen too much taken off
one place and too much put on
another, and then the costly excava-

tion in the first place refilled and
the too high elevation in the second
place removed. In fact it is the
opinion of some men who are not
entirely without kuowledge and ex-

perience of such matters, that al-

most all public works which arc un-

dertaken by the Government could
be done better anil cheaper by con-

tract.

WHOOPING COUGH.

Without wishing to rcagitatc or
attempting to answer the query,
"Who brought the whooping cough
to Honolulu?" we would suggest
that all parents and guardians who
unfortunately have children afllicled
with this distressing complaint should
carefully quarantine them from
other children. Such a suggestion
is undoubtedly quite superfluous
in a majority of cases, but theie
are certainly some who need caution-
ing, if complaints which have
reached this olflco may be taken as
evidence. No parent who is so un-

fortunate as to have children afllic-te- d

with whooping cough can wish
the same miffortune to overtake his
neighbors, and a little thoughtful
care may in some instances prevent
the spread of the trouble, that will
otherwise be assisted.

CORRESPONDENCE.

WHO BROUGHT WHOOPING COUCH

HERE?

Editor Bulletin: Tho "Father
of 7 Sick Children" is in a bewilder-
ed state of mind. I am ever so
sorry for him, I know, how it
is myself. Wc have just lead our
squadron of fire through these
swamps, and it was hard work. I
know, according to best authorities
seven is two more than five, but wo
aro even with him as wo had six
measles first. Hut sir, that "mem-o- f

the Board of Education and de-

scendant of a missionary family" so
feelingly alluded to by your corres-
pondent is innocent of the charge
that street talk has laid at his door.
Hu did not import the whooping
cough. His family arrived on the
Mariposa, July 8th, after a very
"measly" trip only to find a fresh
mcaslc at home. This quarantined
them for days ; but a week later the
children were at Sund.iy School at
Central Union Chinch. At this limo
they had no coughs, save a remnant
of that attendant upon measles.
When a few days later one of tho
children coughed harder, whooping
cough was suggested but was scoff-
ed at as impossible, they had not
been exposed to tho complaint.
When informed of the presence- of
whooping cough in tho city, they
were still incredulous for, had they
not carefully avoided othor chil- -
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dren? Since, wc have learned Hint
the disease was hrought down on
the Alameda, and hnd the start of
the family of the member of the
B. of E. a whole month. These
ohildrcn may have given the disease
to children in the neighborhood, but
since they have known them to lo
thus alllicted their parents have
kept them in their own locality. As
to the Board of Health, that honor-
able body could not stop the whoop-
ing cough any more than they could
stop an earthquake or cyclone.

A Fellow Sixnutint

A LETTER FROM A CHINAMAN.

Honolulu, Sept. 2,"), 188b.
EniTOic Bulletin; Being inti-

mate with all the leading men among
my countrymen in Honolulu and
knowing that they have not offered
any bribes to meiubeis of the Legis-lur- c

to control their votes, I was
very much surprised when I saw the
Report of the Committee on the
cases of Mr. Kauhi and others tho
following statement: "money was
provided by certain Chinese to lie
used in defeating lliu pioposed con-

stitutional amendment relating lo
Chinese, and to reward certain mem-

bers of the Legislature who should
vote to defeat the same." What i

there in the evidence which the com-

mittee took to warrant this slander?
Evidently these gentlemen went to the
enquiry with a preconceived notion,
the truth or falsehood of which they
took no pains to asceitain. I hint-carcfull- y

read all the published evi-

dence which fills so many columns
of the newspapers, and find only the
unsupported statements of Kalaukoa
to connect the money received br
rTamauoha and others from Kauhi
with the Chinese. The talc he told,
while trying to get his countrymen
into trouble, was flatly contraihV.ul
by every other witness, but it ap-
pears to have suited the comuuilci
to believe his unsupported word
against all the others. The public
perhaps when they weigh the evi
dence will value Kulaukoa'a in the
light of his behavior throughout tho
whole of this affair, and will not bj
i cady to put too much faith in the
word of such a man. On behalf of
all the leading Chinese citizens of
Honolulu I emphatically den' t '

truth of the Committee's statement,
and I defy them to show that it is,
as their report says, substantiated e

evidence. If the principal mem-

bers of the Chinese community hud no
hand in the matter, is it to be sup-
posed that any outsider would put
liis hand in his pocket to supply Ka-u- hi

with dollars to make presents lo
his fellow legislators?

It will be asked if the Chinese
did not supply this money who
would find it worth while to do so'r
I answer that there are many haolcs
in this town who are just as doep'y
interested in the prosperity of fie
Chinese who aie here, as wo out-selv-

arc, men who have interests at
stake and dependent on the well-bein- g

of the Chinese laigcr than those
of any individual Chinaman amour'
us. These men belong to a. set who
are well accustomed lo putting vt
"campaign funds" when they think
any political point is to bo gained,
and liave for years past found the
sinews of war for election contests
and last year for tho League. Few
of them appear actively in politics,
but they can be relied on for the
funds when llicy arc needed. Who
more likely than these gentle-
men to have given Mr. Kauhi
the means to make a few pal-

try presents to members who
up for thu Chinamen in th

Legislature helped to protect the in-

terests of all haolcs who have deal-
ing with my countrymen? Nor aie
the haole land-owner- s, capitalists
and importers the only people who
will be hurt by anything that injures
the Chinamen. There are numbers
of Hawaiian ladies and gentlemen
who aro living in comfort on the
rents paid to them by Chinese ten-

ants. Disaster to the Chinese
would mean giievous deprivation m
most of theso people, and is well
known to a great ninny of them. I

can very well understand that it
was very well worth tho while of
these natives lo do nil they could U
prevent their tenants from being in
jured.

Sir, the Chinese aro very unjti'it'y
treated by a considerable section of
the huolo population hyio aud those
whoso policy, or honest Bentimeiit,
it is to show us favor scorn, with u
few honorable exceptions, to bo
atratu to speak out. lint our out-
spoken enemies wo can meet and
deal with. Tho Chinaman is an ut

factor in the population oi
these islands and it will yet be found
that he is not to be trilled uh r
impunity by any one. It is llioi.o . !'
taku underhand means to in jit u
that make mo most angry. I I . r
whon there was a ma ismuetii. ,oi u.
tlvos, people Ivldiiging to '

party came round to u 4, very
nnxious wo should not to join. "Oh,"

wrtvs vjnraor
they said, "the native has no sense,
ilo not have anything to do with
him and then bye and bye if you
maki' petition wc will give you the
vote." This sort of thing was told
to all tin: Chinese merchants because
then these people were uneasy. They
knew they had do c a wro ig thing
Inking away so much of his politi-
cal lights from the native and leav-
ing their industtious and law-abidi-

Chinese fellow citizens without
.nnj. They had piovoked retalia
lion and they feared it wns coming.
So the' talk fair and tell lips. What
happens? Wc make Our petition
for the right to vote. It is signed
by a great many Chinamen, all res-
pectable and good citizens, helping
tin piogress of tho country just as
much as n haole does. Relying on

sthc promise made to us we make no
loud talk about our rights like the
Refoim people, but wc take our pe-titi-

to the Minister. Mr. Green
promises lo put it before the Leg's-latur- c

but he does no such thing, he
puts ic in a pigeon hole and leaves
n heie, aud neither Mic nor any
other Minister nor any Reform man
savs a word about our having a vote.
'1 hey fooled us and now, perhaps,
they laugh, but they will not always
laugh if thej refuse justice to their
fellow citizens who arc as good as
they, and come here just the time
as they d'.d, and have as much right
here as they have.

If these people arc doing them-
selves any good I do not know but
the county was very much better '

off before they got into power.
When Gibson was Minister there
was plenty of business for China-:- u

m aud haole loo. Now wo have
the Reform patty to rule us and
things are dull and get nlways
worse duller and duller. These

good people make too
much trouble for all of us. As I
have said there arc a few exceptions
and amongst them 1 want to mention
Ah. P. C. Jones. All the Chinese
thank him for his kind and manly
letter, for tho fair views be takes
about tlio Chinese question. But
these other people who talk so loud
about my countrymen, and try so
much Iq injure us, they are empty-heade- d

and do not see rightly what
is for the good of- - the country. If
they go on in this way they will
1'Mikc us talk loud too, but we would
rithor be quiet and go on with our
business and improve the land and
make the country prosper by our
industry. That is what we like
best if wc are let alone.

1 remain,
Yours truly,

S. II. Chun Sing.
i.

AH EXPLANATION WANTED.

Editor Bulletin: I notice in
yesterday's issue a letter from a
Chinaman, denying that his country-
men had provided money to defeat
the Constitutional Amendment.
.May I ask the following question:
What were all the Chinese in town
taxed 52 for at tho time the Chinese
Constitutional Amendment was be-

fore the House? Citizen.

A MONUMENT TO THE LATE S. C.

WILDER.

Editor Bulletin t Having no-

ticed in your columns that there has
been a subscription started for a
iiiutiunieiit to Dr. Hillebrand, it
struck inc that it would not be amiss
if a public subscription were started
to erect a monument to the memory
of the lute Hon. S. G. Wilder.

I think that If subscription papers
were bent lo each district in the Is-lu'-

theie would be no lack of
funds. I for one am read' with my
mite.

Yours truly,
Aloha ia. Wjula.

Naalehu, Kau, Sept. 22.

fOur correspondent's suggestion
is woithy of adoption. A monument
to the memory of one who has done
so much for the material advance-
ment of the country would be a
fitting recognition. Will someone
initiatu a movement with this object
In view? Eii.J

THIS IS COMMON SENSE.
KniTOK Bulletin: I have noticed

some contemptible remarks in the
"Advertiser" regarding the Poitu-gues- e,

and I consider it the duty of
any man of honor to stand up for
my abused people of our country.
i'o place them on a level with Chi-

nese Is Kiich au outrage, that it de-he- n

es htrong words to condemn the
name.

Tho Portuguese may not pay so
much for lawyers as Chinamen do,
nut is not this a commendable trait
of character, even if lawyers oppose?

The Portuguese aro not perfect,
ihiiy liavo their faults as well as
jiiici people have, but I consider
one ood Porlugtie&c of greater val-

ue to the country than 100 Chincso
coolies.
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